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From the (Buffalo) Gospel Advocate. 

CHRIST’S COMING TO JUDGMENT. 

A Lecture on 2 Thess. i. 6-10. delivered at Roches- 
ter, (M. ¥.) Nov. 24, 1823, by Br. 3.8. THOMPSON. 
(Continued from p. 364.) 

3. The signs of Christ’s coming. The shaking 
of the heavens; the heavens passing away with a 
great noise ; the elements melting with fervent 
heat; the earth and its works burned up; the sun 
darkened ; the moon not giving her light; and the 
stars falling from heaven ; great earthquakes ; fear- 
{ul sights, and signs in the heavens; famines and 
pestilence; the sea and the waves thereof roaring. 
Matt. xxiv. 29, Luke xxi. 11, 25,26, and 2 Pet. iii. 
10. These are highly metaphorical expressions 
which frequently occur in the sacred Scriptures. 
Of them the truly learned Jewish Rabbi, Maimoni- 
des thus observes, “ these expressions are proverbial, 
importing the destruction or utter ruin of a people 
or nation.” Artemidorus says, “ the sun darkened 
or turned into blood, and stars falling, imply in 
prophetic language, the destruction of many peo- 
ple.” Whitby’s Com. vol. 1, gen. pref. 

Bishop Warburton, Julian, B. 1. C. 1, observes, 
the kingdom of Christ succeeded the Jewish the- 
ocracy; and till the Jewish law was abolished in 
which the Father presided as king, the reign of 
the Son could not take place; because the sove- 
reignty of Christ over men, was the sovereignty 
of the Father over the Jews, transferred and ex- 
tended. This being the most important era, in the 
economy of grace, and the most awful revolution 
in all God’s religious dispensations, we see the ele- 
gance and propriety of the terms to denote so great 
an event, together with the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, by which it was effected. For in the old pro- 
phetic language, the change or fall of principalities 
and powers, whether spiritual or civil, is signified 
by the shaking of the heavens and the earth ; dark- 
ening of tbe sun and moon, and the falling of the 
stars. The rise and establishment of new king- 
doms or empires, by processions in the clouds of 
heaven, by the sounding of trumpets, and the as- 
sembling together of hosts and nations.” 

This perfectly accounts for the gathering of the 
elect; the awakening of the dead; the mecting of 
the Lord inthe air; and the sounding of the trum- 
pet; all implying the establishment of Christianity, 
or the kingdom of Jesus on the ruins of the Jewish 
dispensation. 

The same venerable writer, Div. Leg. vol. 2, b. 4, 
says, “ This language was borrowed from the an- 
cient hieroglyphics, in which the sun, moon, and 


kings, queens, and nobility ; their eclipse or extine- 
tion, denoted temporary disasters, or their entire 
overthrow. In like manner, the holy prophets, 
called kings and empiies by the names of the heav- 
enly luminaries. Their misfortunes and overthrow 
were represented by eclipses and extinction ; stais 
falling (rom the firmament, are employed to denote 
the destruction of the nobility. In one word, the 
prophetic style seems to be a kind of speaking hie- 
roglyphic.” 

Maimonides assigns the following reason for such 
phraseology. “ As Isaiah, xxx. 26, speaking of 
such as had been conquered, says, their sun and 
moon have lost their light; so he says also of con- 
querors ; their sun and moon increase their light. 
For experience proves that the eyes of men, in great 
misery, grow dim, and not see the light in its full 
splendour ; the nerves being weakened, by want of 
spirits. On the other hand, when by joy the soul 
is enlarged, and the animal spirits are conveyed in 
abundance to the organ#f vision, the sun and light 
appear greater than before.” 

Let us now look into our bibles and we shall see 
these opinions both confirmed and _ illustrated. 
Isaiah, predicting the destruction of Babylon, xiii. 
10, says, “ The stars of heaven and the constel- 
lations thereof shall not give their light; the sun 
shall be darkened in his going forth; and the moun 
shall not cause her light to shine.” Again, descri- 
bing the destruction of Idumea, he says, xxxiv. 
5, “ All the host of heaven shall be dissolved; and 
the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll ; and 
all their host shall fall as the leaf falleth from the 
vine, and as the falling fig from the fig-tree.” Eze- 
kiel foretels the destruction of Egypt in the follow- 
ing language, xxxii. 7, 8, “J will cover the heav- 
en and make the stars thereof dark ; 1 will cover the 
sun with a cloud, and the muon shall not give her 
light. All the bright lights of heaven will I make 
dark over thee, and set darkness upon thy land saith 
the Lord God.” Joel, describing the destruction of 
Jerusalem, adopts similar terms, ii, 10, 30, 31. 
“ The earth shall quaka belore them, (i. e. the Ro- 
mans ;) the heavens shall tremble, the sun and the 
moon shall be darkened, and the stars withdraw their 
shining. I will show wonders in the heavens, and 
on the earth blood and fire, and pillars of smoke. 
The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon 
into blood, before the great and terrible day of the 
Lord come.” Now as Peter applies part of Joel’s 
prophecy to the events of the day of Pentecost, and 
Joel declares that in those same days and that time 
the other signs should be manifested, we have no 





Stars, were used to represent states and empires, 


reason to protract the remaining part of the prophe 
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cy longer than the destruction of Jerusalem, which] surprised by the third chapter of Peter's sec 


followed soon afterwards. 


In allusion to the above prophecies, especially that 
of Joel, our Lord predicted fearful signs, and sha- 
hings of the earth and heavens. But asseveralof the} anger. Psa. Ixxvii. 18. 


ee 


ond 
epistie, who reads the following scriptures, Ts, 
xiii. 13. I will shake the heavens, and the earth 
will remove out of her place, in the day of his fierce 


The voice of thy thunder 


signs, foretold by our Lord, were designed to warn} was in the heavens, the lightnings lighte:ed the 
the disciples, many of them literally happened. So] world, the earth trembled and shook. Isa. xxiv, 19 


Josephus, L. 1, ch. 17, informs us of a dreadful} 20, 


The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is 


tempest, frequent lightnings, terrible thunderings ;] clezn dissolved and moved like a cottage. Jer. jy 


roorings of the sea, and quakings of the earth. That 
armies were seen in the clouds, in battle array, and 
compassing the city; and that a comet pointed its 
fiery tail down upon the city, for a whole year, por- 
tending its ruin. L.7, ch. 31. Tacitus,the Roman 
historian, says, the temple seemed to be in flanies, 
by fire issuing from the clouds. L. 5, p. 21. 
Thongh some of the signs of our Lord’s coming 
were literally fulfilled, because without a figure they 
were described in the prediction; yet the descrip- 
tion in general is highly symbolical. That the stars 
fallivg from heaven, emblematically represented 
the overthrow of the Jewish rulers and teachers, 
evidently appears from the follo ving passages of 
scripture. Dauiel says, the little horn waxed great, 
even to the host of heaven, and cast down some of 
the host, and of the stars to the ground, and 
stamped upon them. viii. 10. Isaiah describes the 
king of Babylon as saying, I will exalt my throne 
above the stars of God, xiv. 13. The tail of the 
great red dragon drew the 
heaven, and cast them t 


ird part of the stars of 
earth. Rev. xii. 4. I 
need not multiply citations to prove that stars were 
symbols of religious teachers. The single refer- 
ence to Rev. i. 20, is abundantly sufficient. Dr. 
Lightfoot and Dr. Hammond, having referred the 
language of Peter, concerning the coming of Christ, 
in the third chapter of his second epistle, to the de- 
struction of Jerusalem; and Mr. Le Clere having 
exposed the fanciful application of this chapter and 
some other parts of scripture to an imaginary future 
general judgment yet to come ; Dr. Whitby seemed 
somewhat offended, yet promised to be more friend- 
ly with his learned opponents, in his commentary 
on the gospels. He admits the application of Pe- 
ter’s predictions to the destruction of Anti-Christ, 
Rev. 17th chapter. After which, in his opinion, 
follow the new heavens and the new earth. But 
had the Dr. sufficiently considered the subject, and 
maintained consistency in his own theories, he would 
have been forced to admit that the new heaven and 
new earth denoted that new order of things which 
succeeded the abolition of the Jewish heavens and 
earth, or ecclesiastical and civil polities. Then all the 
elements of that dispensation melted with fervent 
heat, and the heavens, or Mosaic dispensation, pass- 
ed away with a great noise. This great event was 
undoubtedly the object of Haggai’s prophecy, ii. 
7, cited by Paul, Heb. xii. 26, where, and on 2 


23,24. I beheld the earth, and Io! it was withow 
form and void; the heavens and the earth had no 
light. Now the context most manifestly shows that 
this language was descripuve of the destruction 
of nations: and if ever such language apply to 
the subversion ef any people, certainly 
Jewish. 


to the 
About 2,000,000 perished in tie city of 


Jerusalem, by Titus ; and in the eighteenth year of 
Trajan, the Jews having made sedition, in Lybia, 
Egypt, and Mesopotamia, that war, says Eusebius, 
Hist. Eccl. L. 1, c. 12, extinguished pollas muria 

das Joudaion, many myriads of the Jews. From 
the 16th to the léth of Adrian, they again rebelled, 
and then were almost utterly exterminated, and pro- 
hibited ever to return to Judea. On attempting tu 
recover their favoured country, be ordered their 
ears to be cut of!, their bodies to be marked as rebels, 
and dispersed them as slaves through all the provin 

ces of the empire. According to the best authori 

ties, more perished in the war against Adrian, than 
ia the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus. Thus was 
awfully accomplished the prediction of our Lord, 
Wherever the carcass, the Jewish people, is, there 
will the eagles, the Roman army, be gathered to- 
gether. Luke xvii. 37. 

Another sign of the coming of the Son of Man 
was, great earthquakes in divers places. Luke xxi 

11. Of these significant emblems of political com- 
motions, there occurred several within the scene of 
this prophecy, and according to the prediction in 
divers places. Inthe reign of Claudius there was 
one at Rome, and another in Apamea, in Syria, 
both recorded by Tacitus: and Philostratus in his 
life of Appollonius, mentions one in Crete, others at 
Smyrna, Miletus, Chios, and Samos ; in all of which 
places Jews had settled. During the reign of Nero, 
there was one in Campania, and another at Laodi- 
cea, both noticed by Tacitus; the latter is also 
mentioned by Eusebius and Grotius, who add that 
Hierapolis and Colosse, as well as Laodicea, were 
overthrown by an earthquake. There was also an- 

other in the reign of Galba, recorded by Suetonius. 
Josephus also informs us, that “ in the awful night 
when the Idumeans were excluded from Jerusalem, 
a heavy storm burst on them, violent winds, inces- 
sant torrents of rain, constant lightnings, and most 

tremendous thunderings, and roarings of earth- 

quakes, as if the system of the world had been con- 

founded to effect the destruction of mankind ; so 


Thess. ii. 1, Whitby entirely concedes the disputed | that one might have easily conjectured that these 


ground to his opponents by remarking that “ this 
shaking of the heavens and earth cannot mean the 


were signs of no common events.” 
Another sign was, that the Gospel should be 


subversion of the material world, but is a metaphor, | preached to all the world, and then should the end 
usitally adopted by the prophets to denote the entire} come. Matt. xxiv. 14. Of the fulfilment of this 





overthrow of a state or kingcom.” Noman can be | prediction, the epistles of Paul addressed to the 
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Christians of Rome, Corinth, Ephesos, Piilipp:,! was that man of sin, or, as many good MSS. read, 


Colosse, and Thessalonica; and those of Peter to | 


those in Pontus, Cappadocia, and Biibynia, are 
standing monuments. Paul tells the Romans their 
faith was spoken of throughout the world; and the 
Colossians, that the gospel had been preached to 
every creature under heaven. The Acts of the 
Apostles, written seven years before the destruction 
of Jerusalem, atiest the fact, that the gospel had 
been preached to all the then known world. Bishop 
Newton observes, that the history of the church 
shows, that before the destruction of Jerusalem, the 
gospel had been propagated northward, to Scythia, 
southward to Ethiopia, eastward to India, and west- 
ward to Spain and Britain. Moreover, both Euse- 
tius and Theodoret attest, that the apostles preach- 
ed the gospel in the Britannic isles. Doddrige, in 
his vote on the passage says, it appears from the 
most credible recoids that the gospel was preached 
ia Mesopotamia, Idumea, and Syria, by Jude ; in 
Egypt, Mauritania, and other parts of Africa, by 
Mark, Simon, and Jude; in Ethiopia, by Matthias 
and Caudace’s Eunoch; in Pontus, Galatia, and 
other parts of Asia, by Peter; in the territories of 
the seven Asiatic churches, by John; in Parthia, 
by Matthew ; in Scythia by Philip and Andrew ; in 
the northern and yestern parts of Asia, by Bartho- 
lomew ; in Persia, by Simona end Jude; in Media, 
Carmania, and other parts oi the east, by Thomas ; 
from Jesusalem, round the vast tract, to [lyricum, 
by Paul; in Spain, Gaul, and Britain, in all proba- 
bility, by the apostles; and in all which places 
churches bad been planted within thirty years after 
the death of Christ, and ten before the destruction 
of Jerusalem. 

The last sign of Christ’s coming, which I shall 
notice, was that false Christs should arise and se- 
duce many, and thereby occasion a great apostacy. 
Matt. xxiv. 5, 11, Luke xxi. &, 2 Thess. ii. 3, 7, 8. 
Before the destruction of Jerusalem, false Christs 
did aise, as Simon Magnus, who pretended to be 
the Son of God, who had in appearance been cru- 
cified in Judea. Others are mentioned by Luke, 
Acts y. 36, 37, and xxi. 38. This Egyptian no- 
ticed by Luke, was probably the same described by 
Josephus, who led away 30,000 Jews whom he had 
deceived. Ant. L. 20, ¢.6. But the most distin- 
guished was Barchocheba, whom the Jews crowned 
king in the city Bitter. This imposter occasioned 
a greater slaughter of the Jews, than had happened 
at the capture of their city by Titus. See Buxtor 
on the words Choziba and Bitter. John says, 
Little children, ye have heard that Anti-Christ 
should come, even now there are many Anti-Christs 
in the world whereby we know that it is the last time ; 
Anti-Christ of whom ye have heard, even now al- 
ready is in the world. John ii. 18, 2d Epis. 7. Here 
we find Anti-Chyist was in the world before the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, and consequently the apos- 
tacy existed then also, and we need not fabour to 
tind anther date. Accordingly, Grotius, Wetstein, 
Hammond, Le Clerc, and Whitby, all agree to fix 
the time of the apostacy before the dispersion of the 
Jewish nation. Consequently the Jewish people 


ano ias of disobedience, who made defection from 
the Roman state and religion of Jestis, and were 
therefore consumed by the brightness of his coming. 
Hence we conclude from the testimony of history, 
scripture, and the best commentators, that the signs 
of Christ’s coming, as well as that great event itself, 
took place at the overthrow of the Jewish nation, 
and temple services. 

4. The design of Christ’s coming, or the trans- 
actions of his advent. 

1. The design of Christ’s coming, according to 
the English version of my text, was to take ven- 
ceance on them who knew not God, nor obeved 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Chitst. Here Paul 
refers to the language of Christ, Luke xxi. 22, where 
describing the awiul catastrophe which should be- 
fallthe Jewish nation, Jesus said, “these be the 
days of vengeance that all things which are written 
may be fulfilled.” Hence the language of ovr Lord 
and his apostle must relate to the same event; for 
Paul referring to the same transaction, uses the 
same word to express the same idea. By compar- 
ing these passages with Luke xvii. 50, we are in- 
cuced to limit the whole history to the destruction 
of Jerusalem; and no other interpretation of the 
text should be admitted. The phrase taking ven- 
geance, I have rendered administering justice, of 
the propriety of the alteration, let those who are 
qualified to judge determine; but let all who are 
ignorant, have decency enough to keep silence. 
The English phrase is most unequivocally a perver- 
sion and abuse of the Greek didontos ekdiesin, 
which signifies to give or administer justice, and 
consequently cannot mean the reverse, or taking. 
Paul had said in the sixth verse, it was just in God 
to recompense tribulation to the persecuting Jews, 
but rest to the persecuted Christians. Here he re- 
peats the same ideas by declaring Christ would ad- 
minister justice, i. e. tribulation to the persecutor 
irreverent and disobedient. The disobedience of 
the Jews was strongly marked by Paul, who calls 
them the man of sin, or as the MSS. of Stephanus 
and Lincoln read, anomias of disobedience. In 
those days the Jews were proverbially disobedient, 
both in the political and religious sense of that term. 
Hence the apostle says, 2 Thess. fi. 8, then, at the 
revelation of the Lord Jesus, will the wicked be re- 
vealed ; the Jewish nation or man of disobedience, 
by their rebellion against the Roman government 
and apostacy from the Christian religion, thom the 
Lord will consume with the breath of his mouth, and 
destroy by the brightness of his coming. Jesus pre- 
dicted that, except these days of vengeunce, should be 
shortened, there should no flesh be saved ; but for 
the elect’s or Christian’s sake the days shall be short- 
ened. Matt. xxiv. 22. The banditti who made con- 
tinual excursions from the mountain, and zealots 
who murdered all that were averse to the war, great- 
ly contributed to depopulate the country and harass 
the Christians; but the days were shortened. 1. 
By the pases | a of Titus vigorously to push 
the siege by assault. 2. By the dissentions of the 





Jews, who accelerated the capture of their city, by 
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intestine divisions and mutual slaughters. 3. By 
the madness of the factions in burning their store 
houses, and thereby wasting the strength necessary 
for the defence of the place. 4. By the extraordi- 
nary panic which siezed the Jews, when the Ro- 
mans attacked the upper city, in consequence of 
which, they fled from their strong holds, which Ti- 
5. By the 


crowded state of the city during the siege, which 


tus afterwards pronounced invulnerable. 


occasioned pestilential disorders, and hastened the 


the 


approach of famine ; number of its inhabitants 
on account of the great festival, being swelled to 
about 3,000,000. 
(To be concluded.) 
— i 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
LIFE OF DR. CHAUNCY. 
(Concluded from p. 366.) 

In 1771, Chauncy published the Complete View 
of Episcopacy, which was commenced nearly thir- 
ty vears before. It contains an historical account 
of the Christian Fathers and of their writings down 
to the close of the second century; and faithfully 
exhibits, by extracts, all they say concerning Bishops 
and Presbyters ; from which the author shewed that 
thes 


ec 


onsidered these as one and the same order of 
It is a learned and faithful 
statement of the subject, as adapted to the capacity 
An answer to it has, I think, 
never been attempted, except by Mr. Bowden, rector 


lesiastical officers. 
of common readers. 
of St. Paul’s Church in Norwalk, Con. who was 
manifestly incompetent to the undertaking. 

The difficulties between Great Britain and Amer- 
ica had now assumed a fearful aspect, and the pertod 


Through that long 
protracted scene of hope and despair, Chauncy re- 


which tried men’s souls arrived. 


mained afirm supporter of the cause of freedom, 
though his advanced age, forbade his taking a very 
active part. He used to say, that if human exer- 
tions were insufficient to protect the Americans, a 
Jegion of angels would be sent to their assistance ; 
and when asmile was excited, and some doubts 
were expressed of the possibility of such an alliance, 
he persisted in his assertion, adding that he knevw it 
would be so. Amidst all his studies, he had ever been 
a careful observer of public affairs ; on which he had 
When General 
Gage shut up the harbor of Boston, and harassed 


formerly published some tracts. 


the inhabitants with his troops, Chauncy published 
(1774) 2 just Representation of the Hardships and 
Sufferings of the Town of Boston, in a letter to a 
friend. 

Towards the close of the Revolutionary war, he 
grew unable to perform the public duties of the min- 
istry ;** and, warned by his increasing infirmities that 
his earthly labours must soon end, employed his 
leisure in preparing those works for the press, which 
were commenced during his seven year’s study. Of 
these, it has been already mentioned that his trea- 
tise on The Salvation of All Men was one. “This” 
says Dr. Clarke, “was the most laboured, and, in 





* Dr. John Clarke was settled a colleague with 
him in 1778. Mr. Foxcroft died, 1769. 





Chauncy’s opinion, the most valuable, of his nume 
rous productions. 


It was begun in early life, oftey 
reviewed, and completed at atime when the men- 
tal powers are most vigorous.” It seems, from 
Clarke’s expressions, that of the clergy of that day, 
there were several who approved of it, and were be- 
lievers in its doctrine: “ Before its publication,” 
says he, “it underwent a severe examination from 
those whose theological and critical know ledge qua- 
lified them to judge of such a work. Many esteemed 
ita valuable acquisition to the religious world; and 
all bestowed the highest encomiums upon the learn 
ing and ingenuity of the author.” 

While the work was thus preparing for the press, 
there appeared in Boston (1782) a small pamphlet, 
entitled Salvation for All Men; which, though 
anonymous, we may confidently pronounce to hav: 
been published by Chauncy. It contains little but 
Universalist writers; and 
seems designed only to direct the public attention 
to the doctrine, in season for the appearance ofa 
larger and more conyincing treatise. It is remark 
able that the author expressed, in the preface, » 
most orthodor dislike and contempt of “ a strange 
who had, of himself, assumed the character of a 
preacher,” and who taught, in Boston and else- 
where, that “a man may go to heaven, notwith- 
standing all that he has been guilty of in the course 
of his life.” This stranger was no other than the 
celebrated Mr. Murray,* a man who, notwithstand- 
ing all his imperfections, was entitled to some other 
notice than this, from Chauncy. 


extracts from several 


It may be thought that Chauncy regarded the 
publication of this pamphlet as an experiment that 
was to determine him whether to prefix his name 
to his work on Universalism; as by observing how 
his sentiments were received, he might judge how 
he should be treated, if known to be the promulza- 
tor of them. If this was the case, he did not long 
remain in suspense; for his pamphlet no sooner 
appeared than it was warmly attacked ; and among 
others, by Dr. Samuel Mather, who preached in the 
house now occupied by the First Universalist Soci- 
ety in Boston, and by Dr. Gordon of Roxbury, au- 
thor of the History of the American Revolution. 
This, I suppose, was the first public controversy on 
Universalism, which appeared in this country. 

At length his treatise on The Salvation of All 
Men was published in London, in 1784, without his 
name; though it is probable that he, the next year. 
consented to an advertisement which declared him 
to be the author. Of its first reception, either in 
England or America, I know nothing, except that 





* Murray was then settled in Gloucester, Mass.: 
but he had preached occasionally in Boston ever 
since the year 1773. Murray takes notice of this 
pamphlet and its personal reflection. See his works, 
Vol. ii. page 94. 

+ At the end of his “ Dissertations on the Fall 
and its Consequences,” published with his name, in 
1785, in the following advertisement. “Just im- 
ported from Boston, New-England, and written by 
the author of the foregoing Dissertations, I. The 
Benevolence of the Deity, &c. MW. The Mystery hid 





from Ages, &c. or, The Salvation of All Men, &c. 
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twas approved by the [London] Monthly Review- 
erst It has, however, never been so much read, 
nor by common readers so highly esteemed, as some 
other works in support of the same hypothesis. 
Although more correct in diction than most of 
Chauncy’s writings, its style is too stil, and its mode 
of argumentation too dull and prolix, for popular 
caste. It is, nevertheless, a work of much critical 
jearning, and of some substantial proof ;—of uniform 
candor and fair reasoning. In the first part, he de- 
fines his object, which is to prove that all men will 
be saved, though not till two, or perhaps more, states 
of future existence shall have passed awey. Tn the 
eecoad part, he advances to the proof, by means of 
six propositions: the substance of which is, That 
the obedience and death of Christ constitute the 
only medium through which salvation is rendered 
attainable to fallen man; that Christ yielded obedi- 
ence and suffered death, not for a part, but for all out 
sace, in accordance with God’s purpose to save all ; 
that God will, through Christ, finally reconcile every 
individual to his moral government; and that, ac- 
cordingly, whenever the Scriptures speak of those 
who shall be eventually restored, they use expres- 
sions of universal comprehension: such as “ all the 
nations and families of the earth,” and “ every crea- 
ture which is in heaven and on the earth,” &e. 
These positions he supports wholly by the testi- 
mony of scripture ; some passages of which he at- 
tempts to illustrate by paraphrases and learned crit- 
ical notes, sufficiently tedious to defy all patience. 
Inthe third and last part, he answers the usual ob- 
jections against his doctrine, in the usual way; ex- 
cept that he contends that the very terms which are 
supposed to represent the future state of torment, 
are such as naturally indicate that it will end; so 
that, he concludes, we should have been led to be- 
lieve that the damned would be annihilated, had not 
thegScriptures taught us that all will be saved. 

The chief defect in his system of doctrine may be 
traced to his misapplication of a class of texts to a 
future state of torment, which have no allusion but 
to certain scenes of distress and mental blindness in 
the present life. In this, he seems to have followed 
former commentators, without thinking to inquire, 
even in a single instance, whether they were cor- 
rect. But after all, the real principle of his system 
is that which is now adopted by most Universalists; 
while that of Relly and Huutington is generally 
rejected. 

To this book, the younger president Edwards pub- 
lished, in 1790, an answer which has been consid- 
ered the ablest work that ever appeared against 
Universalism. Were I to give its character, how- 
ever, I should say that its arguments are often 
founded on scholastic theology, rather than on sim- 
ple truth; and that, while it evinces much ability, 
it fails of affecting Chauncy’s general system, 
though it exposes some heterogencous notions in it. 
It is certain that Edwards either mistook or imisre- 
presented Chauncy’s meaning on several import- 
ant points. 





In the same year (1784) Chauncy’s treatise on the 


Benevolence of the Deity, was published in Boston 
This work, which is a metaphysical one, embraces 
a much wider range of thought than any other 


which he ever wrote: and if the confusion in its 

arrangement be overlooked, it must be acknow- 

ledged an able production even by those with 

whose views it does not entirely agree. After ex- 

plaining the nature of infinite benevolence, consid- 

ered as an attribute of Deity, he proceeds to show 

that the great system of Nature and divine govern- 
ment in our world, is such as we might expect would 
result from the exercise of that benevolence. Foi 

this purpose, he takes a survey of the construction 
of the material world and of the general laws of 
nature and providence ; and then attempts to show 
that the whole is so adapted to the constitution ot 
sensitive and rational creatures, as naturally to pro- 
duce their happiness, and promote it to as great a 
degree as is possible, considering that they are but 
a part of the vast connexion of beings, and that this 
life is only preparatory to a future. He zealously 
contends, however, that the natural tendency of 
things is much retarded by the perverseness of free- 
agents; and seems to admit that the system of this 
world is necessarily imperfect, though most of its 
irregularities are eventually corrected by the opera- 
tion of those general laws which produced them 

He was evidently somewhat embarrassed, and cer- 
tainly prevented from fully displaying his own plan, 
by anxiety to avoid an avowal of Universalism. 
He did not hesitate, however, to attack the doctrine 
of predestination and eternal reprobation ; but, I 
think, with more zeal than success. * 

The next year (1785) his five Dissertations on the 
Fall and its Consequences, was published in Lon- 
don. Thisisthe work to which some mutilated re- 
ferences* may be found in his treatise on “'The Sal- 
vation of All Men.” He contends that Adata was 
created with neither holiness nor knowledge, but 
only with a capacity to acquire them; that by his 
transgression, he incurred the threatened death, 
which, though delayed, was at length executed upon 
him, and the earth and seasons cursed for his sake : 
that his posterity inherit from him a nature which, 
though not morally corrupt, is less qualified for obe- 
dience than his was originally, and that they were 
subjected, by the necessary consequence of his 
transgression, to all the unavoidable sorrows of this 
life and to death itself; but that Christ has uncon- 
ditionally ensured to mankind a release from death, 
and has brought te them new terms of justification, 
which demand so much less than strict Jaw would 
require, as mankind are now less qualified for obe 
dience than Adam was at first; so that by impro- 
ving their advantages, they may repair the damage 
which results to them from the fall. 

The whole of this book is at variance with what 
is called orthodory, and contains much conclusive 
argument against the doctrine of original holiness. 





* See “The Salvation of All Men,” pages 4¢ 





t See the “ Monthly Review,” for Sept. 1721. 
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original sint and totai depravity. It is generally 
written in an easier style than Chauncy was accus- 
tomed to. 

On the completion of these publications, Chauncy 
was eighty years old. Becoming apprehensive that 
his life must soon close, he employed the greater 
part of his time in devotional exercises; until, worn 
out with age, he expired on the 10th of February, 
1787, in his 83d year. His last moments, like the 


rest of his life, were cheered by a constant hope of 


a glorious resurrection to life and iminortality ; and 
his language was that of the great apostle whom he 
so much veuerated: “I am now ready to be offered, 
and the time of my departure is at hand. I have 
fought a good fight, I have kept the faith; hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the Righteous Judge, shall 
give me at that day; and not to me only, but uo 
all them also that love his appearing.” 2 Tim. iv. 6-8. 

He left a number of manuscripts on theological 


” 


subjects, which have never been published. 

Dr. Chauncy was one of the most learned and 
eminent divines of New England. No one among 
them, except President Edwards and Dr. Mayhew, 
was so much known to the literati of Europe. He 
is still remembered by the liberal clergy, as “a burn- 
ing and a shining light,” that contributed to the illu- 
mination of hisown age, and prepared the way for 
the greater splendor of the present. His mind was 
strong and steady, capable of hard and constant la- 
bour; he possessed an untiring patience in investi- 
gation, and a resolution which nothing could over- 
come ; but in quickness of apprehension and vigor 
of conception, he was somewhat deficient; and of 
taste almost destitute. 

His passions were strong, and his temper over- 
bearing though not petulant. In conversation, a lit- 
tle opposition roused him to vehemence, when he 
was apt to indulge unguarded and extravagant ex- 
pressions. In his controversial writings, however, 
he appears cool. He was greatly respected for the 
general excellence of his character; and particu- 
larly for his uprightness, kindness, and piety. 

MARCUS. 

NV. B. In the former part of this Biographical 
Sketch, I have sometimes availed myself of Emer- 
son’s language, with no other acknowledgment 
than this. 

-_—5 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

“ But let a man examine himself and so let him eat 
of the bread and drink of that cup. For he that 
eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drink- 
eth damnation to himself, not discerning the 
Lord’s body.” 1 Cor. xi. 28, 29. 

The reader by examining the Assembly’s Cate- 
chism, will find that the word damnation is there 
rendered judgment. We believe it may with equal 
propriety be rendered condemnation ; for we read 
that “He that doubteth is (in the present tense) 





+ President Edwards’ doctrine of original sin, is 
examined to considerable length, and its absurdity 
clearly pointed out. 





t shall be 
damned.” Again, “ He that believeth not (or doubt. 
eth) is condemned (or damned) alieady.” “ And 
this (saith our Saviour) is the condemnation (o, 
damnation) that light is come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, because thei; 
deeds were evil.” It is evident then, that the word 
damnation, which is so often thundered from the 
obstreperous lungs of fanatics, is simply condemna- 
tion. Then ‘ He that eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
eateth and drinketh condemnation to himself, not 
discerning the Lord’s body.’ As all men are sinners, 
as “ There are none righteous, no, not one :” and 9. 
“ By the deeds of the law there shall no flesiy be jys. 
tified in his sight;” then all are warworthy, and, i 
they eat and drink, eat and drink unworthily 
Therefore it is evident, that the Apostle’s meaning 
was, “He that eateth and drinketh without faith, o; 
unbelievingly, eateth and drinketh condemnation 
himself. This is evident from the words that imme- 
diately follow, “Not discerning the Lord's body.” 
What then is the Lord’s body ? Can it be expected 
that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper discern 
the material body of Jesus; that body which con 
tained his immortal spirit while on the earth? No, 
the idea is puerile. 

What then, is the Lord’s body, to which the apos- 
tle alluded? It isthe whole family of man, that 
body of which he is the head. For it is declared, 
that “He is the head of every man.” Again, that 
it was given hin “to be the head over all things to 
the church, which is his body, the fulness of him 
that filleth all in all.” See Ephesians ii. 
1 Cor. xii. “ For as the body is one, and hath man; 
membets, and all the members of that one body 
being many (not a few elect, chosen out of the 
world) are one body ; so also is Christ. For by one 
spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether 
Jews or Gentiles, whether bond (slaves to sin) or 
free, (believers in Christ) and have been all maife to 
drink into one spirit. For the body is not one mem- 
ber but many.” Again, “ But now are they many 
members, yet but one body.” Again, “ And whe- 
ther one member suffer, all the members suffer witl 
it; or if one member be honoured, all the members 
rejoice with it. Now ye are the body of Christ and 
members in particular.” Why in particular? Be- 
cause they were believers and many of them minis- 
ters, or chosen vessels, and particularly appointe: 
by God to bear to the world “ Glad tidings of good 
things.” 

It cannot be successfully contended, that al] mau 
kind are not his members, and therefore not included 
in the body of Jesus; for we not only read that “ He 
is the head of every man,” but also, that “ He is the 
head over all things, to the church which is his 
body.” ‘Therefore the body of which Christ is the 
head, is every man, and every man of which Chirist 
is the head, is the body, and “ it is the fulness of hum 
that filleth all in all.” Did those then, who par- 
take of the Lord’s Supper, discern the Lord’s body, 
they would not eat and drink condemnation to 
themselves, for they would see themselves justified 
through Christ, and perceive that they themselves 
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are members, and comprise a part of this glorious 
body. They would be convinced that Christ will 
not give his own body, or even one member of it, 
for “if one member suffer all the members suffei 
with it,”) over to never-ending wo and agony.— 
Were it advocated that sinners would be tortured 
by hellish fiends with flames and sulpher, for the 
term of a thousand millions of years for every mo- 
ment they existed on the earth, what would be my 
fearful horror and dismay, did I believe it! But O! 
where would my affrighted spirit fly for shelter, did 
I believe in the still more unmerciful doctrine of 
endless wo and everlasting wretchedness! Was it 
for this God spake man into existence ? Was it for 
this he called him from the silence of nonentity ? 
No. Horrid is the idea beyond description. Blas- 
phemous and God-dishonouring indeed ! Do we not 
read that “the seed of the woman (Christ) shall 
bruise the serpent’s head?” Do not those who ad- 
vocate the heart-appalling doctrine of endless wo; 
teach, that Christ’s errand was to save the world = 
Do they not also teach that it is the object of Satan 
todamn the world? Yes. Who then will gain the 
victory, Christ or the adversary? Do not they ac- 
knowledge that it is the design of Christ to bruise 
the serpent’s head? And also that it is the object 


of Satan to bruise or afflict for ever the body of 


Christ? And will he not accomplish it if he be 
permitted to exercise his endless ire over many, 
or even one of Christ’s members ; “ for if one mem- 
ber suffer, all the members (or the whole body) suf- 
fer with it?” Instead of Christ’s effecting his design 
and bruising the serpent’s head, we are taught by 
this horrid doctrine, that the reverse will be effected. 
That the body of Christ will be bruised and afflicted 
for ever, and the accursed, yet infinite head of Satan 
shall not be bruised, but be crowned, and he shall 
eternally reign and rage in the Pandemonium of hell! 

Although I write with some warmth against the 
soul agonizing doctrine of merciless misery, yet I 
cherish no antipathy against those who contend for 
its validity. Multitades of them are well meaning 
people, and some of them are my best and most 
esteemed friends. May they be enabled to discern 
the extent and fulness of the Lord’s body, and may 
God manifest himself unto them in all his immuta- 
ble ioveliness, S. R. SIBLEY. 

—»>— 
From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 

“ At Saugar-island, formerly, mothers were seen 
casting their living offspring among a number of 
alligators, and staading to gaze at these monsters 
quarrelling for their prey, beholding the writhing 
infantin the jaws of the successful animal, and 
standing motionless while it was breaking the bones 
and sucking the blood of the poor innocent! What 
must be that superstition which can thus transform 
«being, whose distinguishing quality is tenderness, 
into a monster more UNNATURAL than the tiger 
prowling through the forest for its prey!” 

Ward's Letters, page 79. 

Ifbuman nature is totally depraved, this conduct 
of the mother is perfectly natunax. If it is not, 
“ceadful indeed must be that superstition which can 





prodnee such effects. “Can a mother forget her 
sucking child, that she should not have compassion 
on the son of her womb =” is a question which calls 
all the tender sympathies of human nature into ex- 
ertion. What mother, with this question before her, 
does not answer in the negative—while the tear of 
affection trembles in her eye? What mother, whose 
softer nature has not been led astray by the doctrine 
of devils, does not, in agony, strain the infant to her 
beating bosom, while the bare posibility of thus ne- 
alecting her charge disturbs not merely the tender 
sensibil.ties of her nature, but her reason also. 

But what says the word of inspiration—“ yea, 
they may forget, yet will I not forget thee.” Facts, 
dreadinl as they are, prove, that pagan mothers do 
forget—that the veil of superstition has closed their 
eves to the bonds of maternal duty; and that a 
“deceived beart” hath turned them aside from the 
first, the tenderest sympathies of our nature. But 
has this unhallowed superstition reached no fur- 
ther? Have not mothers, called Christian, been so 
far under the influence of a false religion, or rather 
priesteraft, as to be the executioners of their own 
children—that, dying while young, they may escape 
an eternity of misery! Surely the ghosts of Mrs. 
Stone’s three childven witness this dreadful delu- 
sion, nor are they alone the victims of that baleful 
doctrine which claims the palm of orthodoxy. 
Happy indeed it is for the community, that this sys- 
tem of doctrine almost universally “ plays around 
the head but comes not to the heart,” while such are 
the dreadful consequences of a sincere belief in 
its truth. 

But why lament this superstition—are we not 
taught “that in a future state the elect will shout a 
loud amen to the sentence of inexpressible and inter- 
minable woe, which will be pronounced on the re- 
probate—to whom by the incomprehensible but yet 
irreprehensible decree of God, the entry into life is 
blocked up?” These heathen mothers are only in 
advance of the perfection of the elect in christen- 
dom—they merely habituate themselves to the 
scenes of momentary sufferings, as a preparatory 
step to that species of perfection which lies in pros- 
pect before those who declare that parents and chil- 
dren—husbands and wives—iministers and people— 
and all the tenderest relations in society shall be sep- 
arated ; and the benevolence of the Christian heart 
be changed for the diabolical feelings which are 
above expressed. Is it not, my christian fellows, 
giving us a “sorry heaven, at an unreasonable 
price 7” May God in mercy grant us wisdom to pull 
the beam from our own eye, that we may see clearly 
to pull the mote from our brother’s eye, and before 
we send missionaries to teach others humanity and 
religion, learn to practice “ the precepts of Jesus.” 

—p——- 
PUBLIC TEACHING. 

“ When he was come into his own country, he 
taught them in their synagogue.” Marr. xu. 54. 

It is variously related of Christ and his apostles, 
that they addressed or spoke to the people in the 
Jewish synagogues. It is said, there were 460 syna- 
gogues at Jerusalem; and the smaller towns and 
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cities had their synagogues, or places for reading and 
expounding the law, and teaching the people. It is 
remarkable that the Jews, with all their bigotry, 
were willing to give their opponents, or those who 
differed with them in sentiment, a hearing, and ad- 
mitted them to speak in their meeting houses. 
Were the bigoted stitf-necked Jews more liberal 
than modern Christians ? How shall this question 
be answered? Can it be answered to the credit of 
modern professors, who refuse to hear, or to permit 
those who sincerely differ with them in sentiment, 
to speak, in the houses where they have the 
control ? 

Christ, whom Christians of the present day pro- 
fess to imitate, never acted like a bigot ; nor reject- 
ed any fiom pride or petulance. His dignity and 
honour was not dependent on the opinions and ca- 
price of men. He uniformly regarded all with af- 
fection, and none were by him considered too mean 
and abject to deserve his notice. Universalists are 
rejected by bigots, and refused an oppertunity to 
defend their sentiments, and explain their views. 
Heaven, in mercy, defend them from the invasion of 
the uncharitable spirit which rankles in the bosom 
f their religious foes. 

_— 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—P lease to insert the following letter 
in your paper, and oblige a Subscriber. 

Newburgh, March 
To Mr. J. Wilson: 

Sir, on Friday evening last, [ heard you preach 
from Heb. ix. * And as itis appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this the judgment.” Af- 
ter naming your text, youassured your hearers, that 
you would coniine yourself to facts, and draw your 
For a moment I felt 


>> 


22, 1824. 


\- 
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conclusions from thei alone. 
interested, until, to my astonishment, you palmed 
upon your audience, for facts, news direct from hea- 
ven and hell. You substituted your extravagant 
imagination for the Scriptures, and summoned the 
spirits of departed men to appear, to answer to your 
wild interrogations, and to advance such testimony 
in relation to another world, as you, their prory, 
deemed convenient and suitable for the occasion! 
Were you aware of the farce you were playing ? Is 
this preaching the gospel, to pretend that the spirits 
of the deceased are giving their testiniony, and 
proving the reality of your baseless visions ? Is this 
attempt at the marvellous calculated to enlighten 
the understandings of men? of to work upon pas- 
sions which disgrace mankind, and torment them, 
whenever they are exercised 7 

I have taken this liberty with you, and your ser- 
mon, Sir, for the purpose of exciting an inquiry 
into the merits of your extraordinary performance, 
in the minds ofa free and enlightened public. 

I am, Sir, with much respect, your friend ; also, 

A FRIEND TO TRUTH. 
—~<— 
QUESTIONS FOR TRINITARIANS. 

Our trinitarian friends who worship in the Epis- 
copal form, after the Church of England, in repeat- 
tg their Litany, say, they supplicate the mercy of 
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God—by his holy nativity, and circumcision—}, 
his fastings and temptations—by his agony and 
bloody sweat—by his precious death and burial, 

Please to answer—Do you really believe that 
Gop was born? Do you believe that Gop was cir. 
cumeised ? That Gov fasted, and was tempted ? Do 
you believe that Gop was in an agony of pain, and 
sweat blood? Do you believe that Gop died, and 
was buried? If you believe these things, you out- 
If you do 
not believe them, why do you make a solemn mock 
ery of absurdity ? 

We make this appeal to reasonable beings. Le: 
every rational person ponder well these things, be. 
fore they shall again address the Great Jenovan in 
this unjustifiable and absurd manner. 

—_ 
SWEARING. 
St. Chrysostom proposes a singular method to fi- 


rage reason, and deny the Scriptures. 


cilitate the leaving off of this practice of customary 
swearing. “ Wouldst thou know,” says the father, 
“ by what means thou mayest get rid of this wicked 
custom of swearing, Pll tell thee a way, which, i/ 
thou wilt take, will certainly prove successful. Ey 
ery time whenever thou shalt find thyself to have 
let slip an oath, punish thyself for it by missing the 
next meal. Such a course as this, though trouble- 
some to the flesh, will be profitable to the spirit; 
and cause a quick amendment ; for the tongue will 
need no other monitor to make it take heed ot 
swearing another time if it hath been thus punished 
with hunger and thirst for its former transgression, 
and knows it shall be so punished again if ever i: 
comnits the like crime hereafter.” Register. 


—>—— 

NICE DISTINCTION. 
Fides sola justificat sed non fides que sola est 
“It is indeed faith alone that justifies us, but 


. 


that faith which is alone.’ 

It required the wisdom of a modern theologist 

generate this sentiment. 
—>—-— 

New Society—A new Society by the name © 
“The First Society of Universal Restorationists. 
has been lately formed at Lempster, (N. H.) 

Chris. Repos 
—=>—- 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
SUBJECT. 
“ The Second Death”—Rey. xx. 14. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Esta 
lishment of Gospel Truth,” will meet at Tolerton : 
Academy, 63 Chrystie-street, on Turspay Evel 
ing next, at seven o’clock. 

—=— 


> Distant Subscribers who are in arrears for the bres 
pel Herald, are informed, that they can forward the svn 
due, per mail, directed to James Hall, Treasurer, No. +4 
Pearl-street, New-York, without paying the postage. 
objection can now remain to this mode of conveyance, © 
account of the expense. 
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